
 

Fund-a-Need: Preparing Our Students to be 21st Century Learners 

Summary 

Technology in the classroom is no longer a “nice to have,” it is now a necessary part of our children’s education. 
Piedmont has always been a leader in education, and technology education is no different. Piedmont is working on a 
three year technology initiative to prepare our students to be 21st Century Learners. Our children need to learn how to 
navigate the internet safely and use devices to obtain a broader understanding of the world.  

Last year, the first year of this technology initiative, parents raised their paddles to fund Chromebooks for students, and 
those Chromebooks are now in the classroom. There is now a 1:1 device to student ratio in all 4th and 5th grade 
classrooms, and we need 50 more Chromebooks in order to go from the current 3:1 ratio in the 2nd and 3rd grades to our 
goal of a 2:1 ratio in 2nd and 3rd grade. In addition, our teachers want to pilot a touchscreen program for Kindergarten 
and 1st grade, which will require 40 devices. Finally, we need to have a consistent technology platform across all of our 
classrooms and for all of our teachers so that everyone is working with the same hardware and software for the benefit 
of our students. Below is a summary of the three initiatives that we need to fund with this year’s Fund-a-Need: 

1. Chromebook Ratio for 2nd and 3rd Grades 

We need to purchase more Chromebooks for the 2nd and 3rd grades in order to get the device to student ratio from 3:1 
to 2:1. Chromebooks cost $350 each (including the Chromebook, license, tax, recycling fee and necessary educational 
software). We need 50 more Chromebooks for a total cost of $17,500. 

2. Kindergarten and 1st Grade Touchscreen Chromebook Pilot 

This year small tablets were piloted but they weren't ideal for our classrooms. The District would like to pilot 
touchscreen Chromebook stations in a few Kindergarten and 1st grade classes per school. Touchscreen Chromebooks 
cost $400 each. We need 5 devices per classroom and there are 8 classrooms, for a total cost of $16,000. 

3. Teacher Technology Platform 

We need to equip our teachers with the tools they need to effectively incorporate technology into their classrooms. The 
District has completed the first step of the technology plan by updating its infrastructure, providing Chromebooks for 
students, and offering professional development for teachers. The next step is to provide our teachers with current 
devices so that they are all working from a common platform on the same devices that the kids are using. And, we need 
to make sure our classrooms remain relevant and are equitable throughout the District.  

The teacher technology platform includes: a portable Chromebook, Chromebox (i.e. desktop), screen, keyboard, and 
mouse for each teacher plus a document camera and LCD projector for each classroom. Some classrooms need new 
document cameras and LCD projectors and many already have them. The money raised by this Fund-a-Need will fill in 
the gaps in our classrooms in order to provide a consistent technology platform throughout all classrooms in the District. 
The total cost of this teacher technology platform is $2,500 per classroom. We have 51 elementary classrooms in the 
District, so the total cost of this program is $127,500. Anything we raise tonight will put us closer to achieving this goal.  

 

Examples – How Educational Technology is Being Used Successfully in the Classroom: 

 Software that adapts to each student’s vocabulary level and offers personalized vocabulary lessons 

 Software that tailors to the interest of individual students, from Star Wars to My Little Pony 

 Piedmont 4th and 5th graders use their devices to write, research, and compile evidence 


